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R E D U C E  Y O U R  T A X A B L E  I N C O M E  B Y  D O N A T I N G  T O  T H E  C H U R C H 

 Are you over 70 ı years of 

age?  

 Do you have to take re-

quired minimum distributions 

from IRAs? 

 If you donate to your 

church, you can reduce your 

taxable income in the following 

way: 

For example, assume that  

1) You must take $8000 as 

your RMD (required mini-

mum distributions) each 

year, and  

2) That you donate $5000 a 

year to the UMCHP. 

If you receive your RMD money 

and then write a check to UM-

CHP for your annual contribu-

tion of $5000, you are allowed 

to deduct the $5000 as a char-

itable deduction.  

 BUT, under the new tax law, 

you already receive a married 

couple standard deduction of 

$24,000 ($12,000 as a sin-

gle). You likely do not need the 

charitable deduction unless 

your deductions exceed 

$24,000.  

 So in order to reduce your 

taxable deduction; instead of 

taking your entire $8000 RMD, 

you direct your IRA administra-

tor (financial firm) to send a 

check of $5000 directly to the 

UMCHP as your church dona-

tion. This step will therefor 

reduce your RMD taxable in-

come to $3000. Your 1099R 

will show only $3000 as in-

come (not $8000) because the 

direct payment to the church 

reduces taxable income by 

$5000.  

 Be sure to check with your 

financial advisor/firm and your 

tax preparer for details before 

taking action. 
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lays out the thought of God in 

response to a humanity that is 

ever maturing, but always re-

maining childish in its perspec-

tive on creation. God tries to 

stimulate the language of faith 

through circumcision with Abra-

ham, through selection in Ja-

cob, through law in Moses, and 

in other ways throughout hu-

man history, but always the 

vessels proved weaker than the 

sub- stance of which they were 

trusted.  So, humanity waited 

for salvation, for a means to 

return to God. While humanity 

waited for the "what," God 

knew that it would take a 

"who," for God is a who: God is 

a person, perfect and whole 

alone without need of other.  

 God knew that at the ap-

propriate time in all of history, 

a time would come when God 

could be directly revealed to 

humanity; God incarnate would 

come among us. This is the 

"who" of Christmas. Humanity 

no longer needed to live with 

the insatiable hunger after God 

so often abused and misdi-

rected to other areas, God per-

sonally would come and heal 

the rift in communication. God 

would sacrificially take on our 

form that we might know for-

giveness and eternal joy. 

 None other than the begin-

ning of the consummation of 

salvation history, anticipated 

(Continued on page 3) 

 As Advent begins, so begins 

the time of Christmas anticipa-

tion. Advent is the time to heed 

the Baptist's, no, not the de-

nomination, call to repent and 

make room in expectation of 

Christ's arrival.  

 The "what" part of this 

question is deeper and broader 

than many flowing cultural 

streams that feed into the river 

of history. The "what" goes 

back beyond human memory 

recorded in writing to the very 

beginning of history, to the first 

humans, to Adam and Eve. 

 In the Genesis passage 

above we have recorded the 

first and the most disastrous 

consequence of human sin. 

God comes looking in the gar-

den, calling after Adam, longing 

for the intrinsic existential inter-

action of a creature to the Cre-

ator, but, unlike every other day 

up to this point, Adam could 

not be found.  

 A wedge had now been 

inserted between God and 

God's beloved humanity. The 

creature of God's image around 

which the universe had been 

hung, the center of God's affec-

tion had distanced themselves, 

and the time of the evening 

breeze rustling through Eden's 

trees would no longer be a 

sound of comfort for humanity 

nor for God.  

 There was no going back, 

now both had to live within the 

context of a free humanity, 

distant and removed from the 

inner voice of God. 

 The Bible charts the course 

of God's never-ending work to 

recover the lost relationship 

God had with all of humanity. It 

WAITING FOR òWHATó AND òWHOó?  

 

But, what 

and who are 

we waiting 

for? 

T hey heard the sound of 

the Lord God walking in the 

garden at the time of the 

evening breeze, and the 

man and his wife hid them-

selves from the presence of 

the Lord God among the 

trees of the garden.  

But the Lord God called to 

the man, and said to him, 

"Where are you? " 

Genesis 3:8-9 

http://www.UMCHP.com
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N E W S 

R U M I N A T I O N S  &  R E F L E C T I O N S 

 I write this on the morning 

after the Dutchess County In-

terfaith Councilõs Annual Con-

cert. What a blessing it was to 

participate with the interfaith 

choir, along with four other 

people of our church: Dale 

Becker, Andy Kanninen, Marta 

Knapp, and Gretchen Gould 

who played the piano. The in-

credible sound of praise and 

thanksgiving that we raised 

was played to a full house at 

the Freedom Plains United 

Presbyterian Church, our host. 

 This interfaith concert fol-

lowed upon an interfaith prayer 

vigil earlier in the week, re-

membering those who perished 

in the shootings in the syna-

gogue in Pittsburgh. We stand 

in solidarity with our Jewish 

sisters and brothers in the 

wake of the rise of anti-

Semitism in our community 

and our country. 

 How do we, as Christians, 

respond to hatred and vio-

lence? Our Lord taught us to 

love one another, and that 

includes those inside our circle 

and those outside. We are all 

part of Godõs creation, along 

with the plants, animals, air, 

seas, and earth. We all depend 

upon the love, mercy, and care 

of our Creator. We are one in 

ways that we can hardly wrap 

our heads around. 

 One demonstration of this 

oneness was shared with me 

by one of the pastors of the 

Presbyterian Church. He said 

that on the Saturday following 

the massacre, fifty folks from 

their church joined to worship 

with the synagogue that shares 

space with them. Tears 

streamed down the eyes of 

many of those from that Jewish 

congregation as they felt the 

bond of that unity.  

 Days like yesterday for me 

just point out this truth in a 

very real way. I stood between 

someone from the synagogue 

and someone from the Beulah 

Baptist Church. We blended 

our voices to make a joyful 

noise to the Lord, a beautiful, 

hopeful sound that also uplift-

ed those who were there.  What 

a joy we felt in that harmony 

that spread out over the crowd, 

that harmony that reminded us 

how great it is when we join 

together: Christian, Jew, Mus-

lim, Buddhist, Universalist as 

one witness to the One whose 

name we praised.  Following 

the concert, we were encour-

aged to stay for fellowship and 

goodies. Many did just that and 

old relationships were renewed 

and new ones made. 

 In the days ahead, watch 

for opportunities to mingle with 

those of other traditions, learn-

ing from them, respecting our 

differences, and remembering 

our oneness. Find opportunities 

to serve together. We just had 

a significant one with the re-

cent CROP Walk, when hun-

dreds of us walked together to 

alleviate world hunger. Get to 

know that neighbor who is new 

in your neighborhoodñand we 

are all neighbors. Grab onto 

those God moments and praise 

and thank God for the life we 

share on this planet earth . 

Pastor Arlene Wilhelm 

Pastor of Visitation 

 There are currently about 

a dozen knitters who gather 

monthly in the church library. 

They and others also knit at 

home which means there is 

always a need for more yarn. 

Thanks to all who have donat-

ed in the past. It is your help 

that keeps us working; it is 

really appreciated. Especially 

needed now are Prayer Shawls; 

if you can help with that, the 

yarn will be provided. 

 This year a total of 124 lap 

robes were knitted; sixteen 

each went to seven nursing 

homes: the Baptist Home at 

Brookmeade, The Eleanor 

Nursing Care Center (formerly 

Victory Lake), Arch Care at 

Ferncliff, The Grand at River 

Valley, The Thompson House, 

The Pines at Poughkeepsie, 

and Renaissance Rehabilita-

tion and Nursing (Hyde Park). 

 We deliver an average of 

200 baby hats annually to 

Northern Dutchess Hospital in 

Rhinebeck. In November, we 

gave them 50 assorted hats 

and 20 Christmas holiday hats.  

 74 hat & scarf sets were 

given to Hudson River Housing 

for the Gail V. Webster Memori-

al Shelter for the Homeless in 

Poughkeepsie. 

 The more knitters we have 

the more we can produce for 

others so please stop by, new 

knitters are always welcomed 

warmly on the 4th Tuesday of 

each month. 

L-R: Sue Curran, Doris Leland, Fran DeCesare, Dorothy Triola, Lisa Tomesch, 

Mary Gail Decker, and Gloria Matranga, (not shown Madeline DiTommaso, 

Norma Mahler, Joan Neville, and Wendy Simmons). 

S T I T C H E S  F R O M  T H E  H EA R T 

FEBRUARY 

MORRELL, Tim & Lynne ........ 17 

KIRSCHNER, Ed & Mary........ 27 

F O L L O W  T H E òCó LECTIONARY 

F E B R U A R Y  3 R D-  

F O R T H  S U N D A Y  A F T E R  E P I P H A N Y 

Lectionary Scriptures:  

 Jeremiah 1:4-10  

 Psalm 71:1-6  

 1 Corinthians 13:1-13  

 Luke 4:21-30  

F E B R U A R Y  1 0T H 

F I F T H  S U N D A Y  A F T E R  E P I P H A N Y 

Lectionary Scriptures:  

 Isaiah 6:1-8, (9-13)  

 Psalm 138  

 1 Corinthians 15:1-11  

 Luke 5:1-11  

F E B R U A R Y  1 7T H 

S I X T H  S U N D A Y  A F T E R  E P I P H A N Y 

Lectionary Scriptures:  

 Jeremiah 17:5-10  

 Psalm 1 

 1 Corinthians 15:12-20  

 Luke 6:17-26  

F E B R U A R Y  2 4T H 

S E V E N T H  S U N D A Y  A F T E R  E P I P H A N Y 

Lectionary Scriptures:  

 Genesis 45:3-11, 15  

 Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40  

 1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50  

 Luke 6:27-38  

H A P P Y 

A N N I V E R S A R Y 

M R .  &  M R S . . .  

A N N O U N CE M E N T S 
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FEBRUARY 

ACKERMAN, Geoffrey............ 04 

AGNE, Paul  ........................... 04 

 

BARELA, Emma ..................... 07 

BENEWAY, Steven. ................ 14 

BRADT, Kaitlyn ...................... 10 

BROADRIGHT, Collin ............. 26 

BROADRIGHT, Fred  .............. 03 

  

CAPPUCCILLI, Dineen ........... 24 

  

DECESARE, Garrett  .............. 24 

 

EGERTON, Douglas ............... 03 

  

FERRAGINE, Jolene ............... 17 

FRANKLIN, Christine ............. 14 

FRANKLIN, Daniel ................. 26 

FRITZ, Barbara ...................... 09 

  

GABOR, Laura ....................... 01 

GIANCARLO, Taylor ............... 19 

GROSS, Elizabeth  ................. 28 

H A P P Y  B I R TH D A Y 
  

HALLENBECK, Tyler  .............. 05 

HEADY, Elaine  ...................... 22 

  

JACKSON, Steve .................... 15 

 

KERSHAW, Stephanie  .......... 13 

 

MAEDER, Jillian  .................... 22 

MANGOLD, Marjorie  ............. 20 

MC FARLIN, Aubrie ................ 10 

MECK, Dale ........................... 22 

MULQUEEN, Carol  ................ 03 

  

PEASE, Gloria ........................ 09 

PHILLIPS, Elizabeth  .............. 26 

PICKERING, Charles .............. 21 

 

SCOBA, Mike ......................... 23 

SCOTT, Allan  ......................... 19 

SPERRY, Gwen ...................... 02 

STOUGHTON, Bruce  ............. 16 

STOUGHTON, David  ............. 18 

STRATTON, Sarah ................. 07 

SWEET, Mardelle ................... 25 

 

TALLEUR, Gustav .................. 03 

TEMPLE, Jessie  .................... 17 

THOMPSON, Hannah ............ 20 

  

WELLS, Barbara .................... 19 

WILHELM, Arlene .................. 03 

WILSON, Erin  ........................ 09 

WILSON, Kelly ....................... 11 

A S K  A N D  Y E  S H A L L  R E CE I V E 

 A HUGE THANK YOU to all 

of the people who donated flat 

screen TVs and DVD players for 

our Sunday school classrooms! 

 We were able to provide 

most of our classrooms with 

this updated technology. 

 Teachers were so relieved 

and excited that they no longer 

needed to bring in personal 

laptops or have to deal with 

antiquated equipment to show 

their DVD curriculum material. 

 We are so appreciative to 

all of you for this was truly a 

blessing for our Sunday school 

program. 

 Anyone who still would like 

to donate a TV or DVD player 

for one of the remaining class-

rooms, please contact Joe Mar-

rine.  

 Thanks again for your gen-

erosity! 

� Í thank my God in all of 

�P�\���U�H�P�H�P�E�U�D�Q�F�H���R�I���\�R�X���µ 

 Philippians 1:3 


